and super-human. He is not out to seek only his own liberation.
Life is dedication to service, and whatever one does, should be
modelled that it will simultaneously react to the advantage of other
beings as well.

All these aspects are well illustrated in this Kdvya in the
character of Dharmaja and we can see him as an ideal householder
performing Japa, Tapa, Yajria, Tirthaydtra, Ddna etc. All the other
information regarding the Kdmapurusdrtha is conveyed by Agastya
in the first part of the Kdvya namely the first and second cantos.
All the accepted types of marriage, processes of enjoyment and
modes of begetting children are illustrated in this part.

The Kdvya starts with the story of ^antanu's love towards
Gangd. The bridegroom ^antanu is affluent (^T ^ft') generous,
(^3*") sturdy (^F? WST:) and the bride is beautiful and willing
(^R 9^50. According to Dharma their marriage is legitimate.

Equal status in brith, absence of any earlier love affair will add to
its quality. These two requisites are also accomplished here, when
Agastya writes that 5'antanu is confident about the worthiness of her
birth,19 and when he asks Garigd about her earlier connections.20
Thus it is an ideal marriage but there is one lacuna in it. 5antanu is
blinded by love for her in accepting the killings of sons committed
by her. When he asserts the necessity of protecting the child, the
marriage becomes ideal. Thus the first marriage of ^antanu is an
ideal one and the result of such a marriage is worthy of respect.
And Bhzsma their son brings name and fame to the parents and
their family. It is a gdndharva type of marriage.

Passion for sexual pleasure knows no limits and 5antanu wants
to marry again. His second marriage with Satyavat? is not the ideal
one. It is vitiated by unrestricted passion of the bridegroom and
the conditional acceptance of the bride's people over the promise
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